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FOR USE IN SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ONLY. Four students, with their own individual stories,

develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to

represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition. --This text refers to the School

& Library Binding edition.
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As you may know, the Newbery Award is the highest honor a children's book can garner in the

United States. Newbery winners are a touch and go lot, and a lot of kids avoid them like the plague.

I've always been particularly interested in those award winning books that appeal to kids just as

much as they appeal to the adults that shower them with praise, moolah, and awards. For instance,

many adults felt that the book "A Single Shard" was well written, while a host of kids looked on it as

dulldy dull dull. Both children and adults have agreed that "Holes" and "The Tale of Despereaux" are

great books that are fun to read. Then you come to "The View From Saturday". Honestly, I thought

this was a fabulous book. It was the rare children's novella that took the great risk of offering

wisdom to its readers. It dares to make you think about life, the world, and how one interacts with

other people. I can tell you a million reasons to love it, but I honestly haven't a clue if kids would

enjoy it. Therein lies the mystery."The View From Saturday" follows the lives of four sixth grade quiz

bowl champs and their paraplegic coach/teacher. Alternating their final quiz bowl championship

match with short stories about the different journeys each kid has had to make, the book is adept at

distinguishing between each individual in the group. We begin by listening to a story told by Noah.



Noah reminded me of nothing so much as the spaz boy in the spelling bee documentary

"Spellbound". A bit of a nerd, but pleased with his own inventive thoughts and ideas, Noah becomes

the best man at a geriatric wedding. Then we hear Nadia's story about staying with her divorced

father and newly remarried grandfather (hence the Noah connection) in Florida. This flows nicely

into Ethan's story.
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